Town of Mineral Springs  

Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department  

5804 Waxhaw Highway  

Town Council

Organizational Meeting/ Public Hearing / Regular Meeting

December 13, 2007 ~ 7:30 PM 

Minutes  
The Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, met in an Organizational Meeting, a Public Hearing and Regular Session at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Mineral Springs, North Carolina, at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 13, 2007.

Present:
Mayor Frederick Becker III, Mayor Pro Tem Janet Critz, Councilwoman Valerie Coffey, Councilman Jerry Countryman, Councilwoman Lundeen Cureton (7:38 p.m.), Councilwoman Peggy Neill, Town Clerk/Zoning Administrator Vicky Brooks, Attorney David Broome, Attorney Bobby Griffin, and Tax Collector Libby Andrews-Henson.

Absent:
Deputy Town Clerk Christina Squires.
Visitors:
Richard Davis, Margaret Derenge, David Grant, Robby Johnson, and Shawn Selleck.

With a quorum present Mayor Becker called the Regular Town Council Meeting of December 13, 2007 to order at 7:32 p.m.

1. 
Opening

· Councilwoman Cureton delivered the invocation.

· Pledge of Allegiance.

2.
Organization Meeting

· Town Clerk Vicky Brooks certified the votes from the Union County Board of Elections for the November 6, 2007 election.  Mayor: Frederick Becker received 344 (73.50%); Charles Bowden received 117 (25.00%); and write-ins received 7 (1.50%).  The total vote for mayor of Mineral Springs was 468.  Council:  Valerie Coffey received 359 (33.30%); Lundeen N. Cureton received 337 (31.26%); Peggy Neill received 358 (33.21%); and write-ins received 24 (2.3%).  The total vote for council members was 1,078.  Unexpired term for Council:  Melody LaMonica received 373 (98.16%); and write-ins received 7 (1.84%).  The total vote for the unexpired council term was 380. 
· Town Clerk Vicky Brooks swore in Mayor Frederick Becker. 
· Mayor Becker swore in Valerie Coffey, Peggy Neill, Lundeen Cureton, and Melody LaMonica.  
· Councilwoman Critz commented that as the current mayor pro tem, she has been very honored to serve for the last two years; however, in light of her situation with her mom and being absent from the community she would not like to be considered for mayor pro tem again.  Councilwoman Critz suggested that Councilwoman Coffey be considered for the position because she has never served as mayor pro tem, is not as new to the council as Councilwoman LaMonica, and the rest of the “old-timers” have had the opportunity.  Councilwoman Neill commented that she concurred with Councilwoman Critz; however, she felt that the council should ask Councilwoman Cureton.  Councilwoman Critz stated that it was her understanding that Councilwoman Cureton had declined.  Councilwoman Cureton commented that Councilwoman Coffey would make an excellent mayor pro tem.  
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to nominate Valerie Coffey as the mayor pro tem and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  Councilwoman Coffey accepted the nomination.  The motion passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None

3.
Public Hearing – Text Amendments to the Zoning/Subdivision Ordinances
· Mayor Becker explained the public hearing was predominately for some technical zoning and subdivision ordinance text amendments.  Mayor Becker asked if the proposed text amendments were available on the website.  Ms. Vicky Brooks responded that they were.  
· Mayor Becker opened the public hearing on the zoning and subdivisions text amendments at 7:48 p.m.

· There were no speakers signed up for comment.  Mayor Becker asked if anyone wanted to make a comment.  Hearing none, Mayor Becker closed the public hearing at 7:48 p.m.

4.
Public Comments
· Shawn Selleck – 6518 Schaeffer Farm Road, Waxhaw, NC.  Mayor Becker explained that Shawn Selleck is the son of Mineral Springs residents Mark and Sue Selleck.  Mr. Selleck had contacted Mayor Becker approximately a month ago regarding the “ONE” campaign; however, the paperwork was not in on time for this to be an agenda item.  The council may wish to allow Mr. Selleck a little extra time under public comment and consider a proclamation for the “ONE” campaign at the next council meeting.  
5.
Approval of Town Council Minutes and Monthly Reports

A.  November 8, 2007 Town Council Minutes
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to approve the November 8, 2007 minutes as written and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None

B. October 2007 Tax Collector’s Report

· Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve the October 2007 tax collectors report as presented and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None 

C. October 2007 Finance Report
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to approve the October 2007 finance report as submitted and Councilwoman Critz seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None 

6.
Fraternal Order of Police Law Enforcement Memorial Committee Presentation
· Richard Davis, President of the Fraternal Order of Police in Monroe explained that they are hoping to build a law enforcement memorial, which will be displayed at the Judicial Center in Monroe.  Margaret Derenge, DARE Officer with the Union County Sheriff’s Office and Secretary/Treasurer of the Fraternal Order of Police in Monroe   presented a PowerPoint to the council.  The Fraternal Order of Police is asking that each Union County municipality give $2,500 to help build the law enforcement memorial, which will cost approximately $35,000.  The FOP will also be selling bricks to the community to go around the memorial, which will help beautify the area.  The design will be a 2.5 foot tall candle (grey granite) that will have a blue fiber optic flame (5” tall) that will shine 24 hours a day 365 days a year.  The candle will be solar powered.        
· Councilwoman Critz asked if the $2,500 was to make it equitable across the county to get the funding that they needed.  Ms. Derenge responded that it would give them the total funds that they need for the memorial and the funds received from selling the bricks would be to build a sidewalk, etc.  The $2,500 is divided up between 13 municipalities and Union County, which is an equal amount.  Councilman Countryman asked why it was done on an equal basis when there are obviously communities, like Monroe, in the entire area that have far more resources to contribute on a proportionate basis than communities like us.  Mr. Davis responded that they serve Union County in the same capacity; no matter where you live or who you are, if the town itself is unable to provide a portion then they are accepting of that, but they thought it made the most sense to ask equally among the municipalities/county.  Councilman Countryman noted that all towns are equal; however, there are budgets that are significantly greater than Mineral Springs.  Ms. Derenge added that the City of Monroe gave $2,500 and that is how the FOP got started with this; they did not look at the towns as smaller or greater.  The FOP is only asking the townships and not businesses because this is not commercial.  
· Mayor Becker commented that the town could “find” $2,500, even in the community projects, but he felt that this was a special project as opposed to the non-profits that the town usually allocates money to at the end of the fiscal year; the town could take something out of contingency or take it out of community projects now and do a budget amendment later.  Mayor Becker noted that the town’s non-capital budget is approximately $240,000 for this fiscal year and $2,500 is a big piece of that; it would cost approximately $1 per capita.  Where it would cost a city like Monroe approximately $0.09 per capita with their budget of approximately $25,000,000.  Mineral Springs residents would probably be chipping in more based on that.  Councilwoman Coffey commented that she believed if a catastrophe occurred the Sheriff’s Office would equally respond; they would come from everywhere if there was a real disaster of sorts.  Councilwoman Coffey sees the prospective of equal contribution from that perspective only.  Councilman Countryman recommended that the council table this discussion until next month.  
7.
Discussion and Review of Architects’ Proposals for the Town Hall  

· Mayor Becker explained that Robby Johnson was present as one of the architects’ proposals and Stuart Wallace wasn’t able to be here from Pease; however, a memo was included in the agenda packet that covered questions/answers posed by Mayor Becker and Ms. Brooks.     
· Mr. Robby Johnson commented that he became familiar with Mineral Springs through Larry Raley of Raley-Miller Properties when Mr. Raley asked him to start working on some master plans for a project in the town, which included some phasing for the town hall.  Mr. Johnson explained that the way they would approach the project is that they would do an analysis of the existing building and take a look at what is there.  The town has put together some great plans, which is a great start, but what he would like to do is a walk through with mechanical, plumbing, and structural engineers to see how it is set up to make sure that what the town is talking about is the best way to do it, not only for now, but for the future plans that they see down the road.  Councilwoman Critz asked if the projection under the compensation was an overall or in phases.  Mr. Johnson responded that the fees under compensation would be for their architectural services, and for engineering services to come out and evaluate what is there.  They will determine the best way to do it so that the town doesn’t waste any money.  They would work within the towns’ budget.  Mayor Becker commented that Mr. Johnson has a flat fee for building design and structural engineering, but the interior design was an option and the site work would be additional fees.  Mayor Becker asked Mr. Johnson what was involved in the site work and if it was something that he might be able to bid and put into the proposal so that the town would have a dollar amount on that.  Mr. Johnson responded that he could get a bid from a civil engineer.  Mayor Becker felt that it was important to know what the town might entail on getting stormwater plans, parking lot design, curbing and paving.  Mr. Johnson will get a civil engineer to put together a fee based on the design and get that figure to Ms. Brooks.  Mayor Becker pointed out the administration fees and asked how open-ended that was based on what Mr. Johnson’s experience was on a simple project where there is not a lot of complexity.  Mr. Johnson responded that they normally make a monthly site visit and review what the contractor has been doing.  Mayor Becker asked if they would be putting in approximately ten hours a month on that.  Mr. Johnson responded that he didn’t believe it would be that much.  Mayor Becker noted that the town has to work on a budget and need to know what they are committing to.  Mr. Johnson commented that if they put together some very detailed drawings and we have a good contractor there would just be a monthly visit; however, if issues came up with the drawing they would take care of that without a charge.  Mayor Becker asked what kind of time frame we are looking at from contract execution to have the construction documents ready for bid.  Mr. Johnson responded that it would be four to six weeks.

· Mayor Becker requested that Ms. Brooks get Mr. Stuart Wallace from Pease to come before the council for a presentation, unless the council wants to make a decision tonight.  Councilwoman Critz responded that she would like to see the council make a decision soon, but she would like to get the information requested tonight first, so she suggested taking it another 30 days.       

8.
Tree Preservation and Landscaping Presentation and Consideration of Adoption 
· Zoning Administrator Vicky Brooks made a presentation on the tree preservation and landscaping language.  The language will apply to new development, which includes new residential subdivisions; expansions if the gross floor area of an existing building or parking/loading area increases over 25%; change of use on existing parcels (i.e. classification or intensity changes – residential to commercial, office to retail, retail to industrial); and conditional use – non-residential uses in residential districts.  Exemptions from Article 15 are single family residential properties and forestry activities in accordance with G.S. 160A-458.5.  The purpose of Article 15 is to regulate the protection, preservation, installation, and long-term management of trees, shrubs, and environmental landscaping in Mineral Springs.  The benefits of tree preservation are that it promotes water conservation through the preservation of natural areas; it encourages good soil management; and it encourages the use of native and drought-tolerant plant materials.  Preserving an established tree canopy aids in enhancing the ecological, aesthetic, and economic value of Mineral Springs.  This tree preservation and landscaping article began in January of 2006 when the town council and the planning board discussed establishing a tree ordinance for the town.  In November of 2006 the planning board began development by reviewing and revising an ordinance that was already in effect from Mooresville.  The planning board adapted the Mooresville language to fit the needs of the Town of Mineral Springs.  In August of 2007, the planning board recommended town council approval of Article 15 – Tree Preservation and Landscaping.  Input and assistance came from Union County Urban Forester David Grant, Nadine Bennett from Centralina Council of Governments, the Town of Mineral Springs Planning Board (and staff), and the town attorney Bobby Griffin.  
· The town council had a few issues with the language at the conclusion of the November 8, 2007 public hearing and suggested some amendments.  The meaning of “new development” was addressed at the public hearing with the definition being the construction of any new building, or other structures, or impervious surface on a lot; the relocation of any existing building on a lot; or the use of a lot or tract of land for any new uses.  A recommendation to amend the “new development” portion under Applicability is being made as follows:  These regulations shall apply to all property owners and developers proposing new development and to the continued maintenance of all landscapes that were part of a tree/landscape plan required by this Article effective December 13, 2007.  The insertion of Exemptions is as follows:  These regulations shall not apply to single family residential properties, except for the continued maintenance of all landscapes that were part of a tree/landscape plan required by this Article effective December 13, 2007.
· Ms. Brooks explained that after a properly advertised/conducted public hearing, the council may make insubstantial changes to the proposed document without further notice of hearing.  The Mineral Springs Planning Board and staff recommend that the town council adopt Article 15 – Tree Preservation and Landscaping.  
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to insert the Tree Ordinance into Article 15 of the Zoning Ordinance.   The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.  The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman Neill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to insert additional definitions into Article 2, Section 2.2 of the Zoning Ordinance relating to the tree ordinance.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein. For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible. The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman LaMonica seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to delete section 4.2, 4.16, 4.17, and 4.18 in its entirety and replace it with “Reserved” in Article 4 of the Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.  The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilman Countryman seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to replace the current Appendix 1 in Article 17 of the Zoning Ordinance with the new tree list.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible. The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilman Countryman seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman LaMonica made a motion to replace the current Appendix 1 in Article 6 of the Subdivision Ordinance with the new tree list.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.   The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman Cureton seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to change all references from Section 4.2 to Article 15 in Article 2 of the Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.   The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilman Countryman seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to change all references from Section 4.2 to Article 15 in Article 3 of the Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.   The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilman Countryman seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to eliminate all references to Section 4.2.7 and 4.2.8 and replace it with Article 15, and replace the language in 5.7.7 with “Screening and landscaping shall be provided in accordance with Article 15 in Article 5 of the Zoning Ordinance.”  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible. The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman LaMonica seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to eliminate all of the language in 9.1.4 (g) after the first sentence and replace it with “Interior landscaping shall be provided in accordance with Article 15 in Article 9 of the Zoning Ordinance.”  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible. The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilman Countryman seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to replace reference to Section 4.2 with Article 15 in Article 13 of the Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible. The proposed amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman Neill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
9.
Consideration of Amending the Fee Schedule
· Mayor Becker explained that the amendment to the fee schedule was to include the tree destruction fee based on the diameter.
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to amend fee schedule and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None 

10.
Consideration of Zoning/Subdivision Ordinance Text Amendments
· Mayor Becker explained that the text amendments to be considered are predominately technical.  The public hearing was held for these text amendments this evening.  
· Councilwoman Cureton made a motion to insert “the Zoning Administrator shall transmit any decision of the Planning Board to the Town Council” to Article 12, Section 12.1.6 of the Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.  The proposed text amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman LaMonica seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to eliminate all language in the first paragraph except “notification of the public hearing shall be made in the following manner” in Article 12, Section 12.1.7 of the Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.  The proposed text amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman Coffey seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to insert “a public hearing shall be required” and eliminate “the Town Council shall consider conducting a public hearing as described in Section 12.1.7 to Article 6, Section 6.3.1 (12) e of the Zoning Ordinance.”  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.  The proposed text amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman Cureton seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman LaMonica made a motion to insert “in conventional subdivisions” at the beginning of the paragraph to Article 4, Section 405.7 of the Subdivision Ordinance.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.  The proposed text amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman Coffey seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to insert “in conventional subdivisions” at the beginning of the paragraph to Article 4, Section 404.1 (b) of the Subdivision Ordinance.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the Town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan contained therein.  For the change of this section specifically the Land Use Plan recommends that the town establish a system of periodic review of the town ordinances to be sure that they are up-to-date and effective as possible.  The proposed text amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.  Councilwoman LaMonica seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
11.
Consideration of Calling for a Public Hearing on a Rezoning/Conditional Use Permit
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to call for the public hearing on a rezoning and a conditional use permit at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department at 7:30 p.m. on January 10, 2008 and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes:  Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill

Nays:  None

12.
Discussion and Possible Action on Planning Board Member Term Expirations
· Mayor Becker explained that there are two planning board term expirations: Ms. Maureen Norman and Valerie Coffey.  Councilwoman Critz commented that the reappointment of Ms. Norman was a “no-brainer”.  Ms. Norman was just appointed in October to an unexpired term.  Councilwoman Coffey stated that she did not have any problem continuing on with the planning board. 
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to reappoint Valerie Coffey and Maureen Norman to the Mineral Springs Planning Board and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes:  Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill

Nays:  None

13.
Consideration of the Town Clerk/Deputy Town Clerk Attending the 2008 Annual City and County Clerk’s School
· Ms. Brooks asked how the deputy clerk would be paid for attending the school.  There was a consensus of the council that the deputy clerk would be paid hourly for travel time to get to the school and the actual time spent in class.   Councilman Countryman made a motion to authorize the town clerk and the deputy town clerk to attend the 2008 Annual City and County Clerk’s school and that the deputy town clerk would be paid hourly for travel time and class time and Councilwoman LaMonica seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes:  Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill

Nays:  None

14.
Consideration of Attending Essentials of Municipal Government Program       
· Mayor Becker explained that this school is for mayor/council; Councilwoman LaMonica particularly.  It was noted that Councilwoman Coffey has not had the opportunity to attend this program yet.  Councilwoman Critz suggested, from experience, that there was an advantage to attending a program in a non-local area for the benefit of being able to focus on the program.    
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to authorize council/mayor to attend any session they were able to attend and Councilwoman Critz seconded.
Ayes:  Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill

Nays:  None
15.
Other Business

· Ms. Brooks asked if the council was interested in the planning training for elected officials that COG was considering putting on.  There was a consensus of the council that they were not interested in attendance, since the two newest members of the council are planning board members and have had training.    
16.
Adjournment

· Councilman Countryman made a motion to adjourn and Councilwoman Coffey seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes:  Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill

Nays:  None

· The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 p.m.

· The next regular meeting will be on Thursday, January 10, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department.

Respectfully submitted by:

Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk


Frederick Becker III, Mayor
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