



Town of Mineral Springs  

Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department  

5804 Waxhaw Highway  

Town Council

Public Hearings / Regular Meeting

June 12, 2008 ~ 7:30 PM 

Minutes Draft 
The Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, met in Public Hearings and Regular Session at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Mineral Springs, North Carolina, at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 12, 2008.

Present:
Mayor Frederick Becker III, Mayor Pro Tem Valerie Coffey, Councilman Jerry Countryman, Councilwoman Janet Critz, Councilwoman Lundeen Cureton, Councilwoman Melody LaMonica, Councilwoman Peggy Neill, Town Clerk/Zoning Administrator Vicky Brooks, Attorney Bobby Griffin, and Tax Collector Libby Andrews-Henson.
Absent:
Deputy Town Clerk Christina Squires.
Visitors:
None.
With a quorum present Mayor Becker called the Regular Town Council Meeting of June 12, 2008 to order at 7:34 p.m.

1. 
Opening

· Councilwoman Critz delivered the invocation.

· Pledge of Allegiance.

2.
Public Hearing – 2008-2009 Proposed Budget
· Mayor Becker opened the 2008-2009 Proposed Budget Public Hearing at 7:35 p.m.
· There were no comments made from the public. 
· Mayor Becker closed the 2008-2009 Proposed Budget Public Hearing at 7:35 p.m.    
3.
Public Hearing – Proposed Text Amendments
· Mayor Becker explained that the proposed text amendment involves language regarding fences, walls, and gate materials in the Downtown Overlay District. 
· Mayor Becker opened the Proposed Text Amendments Public Hearing at 7:36 p.m.
· There were no comments made from the public.
· Mayor Becker closed the Proposed Text Amendments Public Hearing at 7:36 p.m.    
4.
Public Comments
· There were no comments made from the public.
5.
Approval of Town Council Minutes and Monthly Reports 
A.  May 8, 2008 Town Council Minutes
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to approve the May 8, 2008 minutes as written and Councilwoman Coffey seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None

B. April 2008 Tax Collector’s Report
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to approve the April tax collector’s report as presented and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
C. April 2008 Finance Report 
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to approve the April 2008 finance report and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
6.
Consideration of the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department and Waxhaw Fire Department Fire Suppression Contracts
· Mayor Becker explained that this was an item of business left over from last month with the addition of one related to it.  There are two identical contracts for the two fire departments that provide service to our town.  These contracts have been vetted and approved by the fire department chiefs/boards and by the town attorney.  Some of the language changes that Attorney Griffin recommended were incorporated into the contracts.  Everyone seems happy with it; the substance is the same as it has been in the past, there is just a little bit of extra language in there.   
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to approve the Fire Suppression Contract with the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department and Councilwoman LaMonica seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· The Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department Fire Suppression Contract is as follows:
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF UNION

TOWN OF MINERAL SPRINGS

FIRE SUPPRESSION CONTRACT


THIS CONTRACT, made and entered into this 12th day of June, 2008, by and between the Town of Mineral Springs, a municipal corporation, hereinafter referred to as “Town”, and Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Inc., a duly organized rural fire department, hereinafter referred to as “Department”.



WHEREAS, the Town desires to provide fire protection to its citizens.  However, the Town does 
not have a municipal fire department to furnish such service, and


WHEREAS, the Department has the ability to provide fire protection to the Town, and will agree to provide needed service,


NOW THEREFORE, the Town and the Department hereby contract for fire protection for the Town, to all areas within the corporate limits of the Town of Mineral Springs that fall within the Department's Fire Service District, by the Department according to the following terms and conditions.

1. Term – The term of this contract shall be five years commencing on the 12th day of June, 2008.  Thereafter, this contract shall continue from year to year unless terminated by either party.  Termination shall be made by written notice from the terminating party to the other party at least thirty (30) days prior to the end of the then current term.

2. Service Responsibility - Fire Suppression – The Department’s units and personnel shall be routinely dispatched by the Union County Communications’ Center to all fire emergencies in the Town.

The Department shall record and maintain an Alarm Record of each incident within the Town in accordance with State requirements.

The Department shall be responsible to equip and train its firefighters in a manner consistent with applicable regulations of the North Carolina Department of Insurance.

3. Service Responsibility - Emergency Medical – The Town does not provide emergency medical services, this being a function of Union County; therefore, the Department shall provide only those emergency medical services in the Town that it was providing prior to this agreement and subject to any agreement the Department may have with Union County.

4. Compensation – Compensation shall be the right of the Department to continue its current budget process with Union County, and the County to assess and collect a fire tax from property owners in the Town, through the office of the Union County Tax Collector.

5. Maintenance – The Department shall be responsible for continuing its customary maintenance activities.

6. Response Time – The Department’s response time is expected to continue to be within the requirements set by the North Carolina Department of Insurance and in the most professional manner possible.  

7. Assumption of Responsibility – The Department agrees to assume full responsibility in its provision of fire suppression services as required hereunder.  The Department shall assume all liability and responsibility for the death of or injury of any personnel of its command, providing services hereunder, and shall hold the Town harmless on account of any liability for property damaged, or destroyed, or persons injured or killed, while responding to, at the actual scene, or returning from any fire, rescue, emergency, civil disorder, holocaust, conflagration or natural disaster due to fire fighting and rescue operations, fire control tactics and strategy or other operations as may be required.

The Department shall assume all responsibility and liability for damage to its own apparatus and equipment.  The execution of this Contract shall not be construed to be an assumption of any liability on the part of the Town.  The Department agrees to carry general liability insurance in the amount of $1,000,000.00 single limit.  The Department shall annually provide a Certificate of Insurance to the Town as evidence of continuous coverage during the term of this Contract.

8. Nondiscrimination Guarantees – In consideration of the signing of this Contract, the Department itself, its agents, officials, employees and servants agree not to discriminate in any manner on the basis of race, color, sex, creed, handicap, or national origin with reference to the subject matter of this Contract, no matter how remote.


IN WITNESS WHERE OF, each party has caused this agreement to be executed by its duly authorized officials as of the day and year afore agreed upon.









Town of Mineral Springs

Attest:









By:






Vicky Brooks, Town Clerk     


Frederick Becker III, Mayor

Town Seal
MINERAL SPRINGS VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT, INC.

By:




         President
Department Seal
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to approve the Fire Suppression Contract with the Waxhaw Community Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad and Councilwoman Cureton seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None

· The Waxhaw Community Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad Fire Suppression Contract is as follows:
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF UNION

TOWN OF MINERAL SPRINGS

FIRE SUPPRESSION CONTRACT


THIS CONTRACT, made and entered into this 12th day of June, 2008, by and between the Town of Mineral Springs, a municipal corporation, hereinafter referred to as “Town”, and Waxhaw Community Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad, Inc., a duly organized rural fire department, hereinafter referred to as “Department”.



WHEREAS, the Town desires to provide fire protection to its citizens.  However, the Town does 
not have a municipal fire department to furnish such service, and


WHEREAS, the Department has the ability to provide fire protection to the Town, and will agree to provide needed service,


NOW THEREFORE, the Town and the Department hereby contract for fire protection for the Town, to all areas within the corporate limits of the Town of Mineral Springs that fall within the Department's Fire Service District, by the Department according to the following terms and conditions.

1. Term – The term of this contract shall be five years commencing on the 12th day of June, 2008.  Thereafter, this contract shall continue from year to year unless terminated by either party.  Termination shall be made by written notice from the terminating party to the other party at least thirty (30) days prior to the end of the then current term.

2. Service Responsibility - Fire Suppression – The Department’s units and personnel shall be routinely dispatched by the Union County Communications’ Center to all fire emergencies in the Town.

The Department shall record and maintain an Alarm Record of each incident within the Town in accordance with State requirements.

The Department shall be responsible to equip and train its firefighters in a manner consistent with applicable regulations of the North Carolina Department of Insurance.

3. Service Responsibility - Emergency Medical – The Town does not provide emergency medical services, this being a function of Union County; therefore, the Department shall provide only those emergency medical services in the Town that it was providing prior to this agreement and subject to any agreement the Department may have with Union County.

4. Compensation – Compensation shall be the right of the Department to continue its current budget process with Union County, and the County to assess and collect a fire tax from property owners in the Town, through the office of the Union County Tax Collector.

5. Maintenance – The Department shall be responsible for continuing its customary maintenance activities.

6. Response Time – The Department’s response time is expected to continue to be within the requirements set by the North Carolina Department of Insurance and in the most professional manner possible.  

7. Assumption of Responsibility – The Department agrees to assume full responsibility in its provision of fire suppression services as required hereunder.  The Department shall assume all liability and responsibility for the death of or injury of any personnel of its command, providing services hereunder, and shall hold the Town harmless on account of any liability for property damaged, or destroyed, or persons injured or killed, while responding to, at the actual scene, or returning from any fire, rescue, emergency, civil disorder, holocaust, conflagration or natural disaster due to fire fighting and rescue operations, fire control tactics and strategy or other operations as may be required.

The Department shall assume all responsibility and liability for damage to its own apparatus and equipment.  The execution of this Contract shall not be construed to be an assumption of any liability on the part of the Town.  The Department agrees to carry general liability insurance in the amount of $1,000,000.00 single limit.  The Department shall annually provide a Certificate of Insurance to the Town as evidence of continuous coverage during the term of this Contract.

8. Nondiscrimination Guarantees – In consideration of the signing of this Contract, the Department itself, its agents, officials, employees and servants agree not to discriminate in any manner on the basis of race, color, sex, creed, handicap, or national origin with reference to the subject matter of this Contract, no matter how remote.


IN WITNESS WHERE OF, each party has caused this agreement to be executed by its duly authorized officials as of the day and year afore agreed upon.









Town of Mineral Springs

Attest:









By:






Vicky Brooks, Town Clerk     


Frederick Becker III, Mayor

Town Seal
WAXHAW COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT AND RESCUE SQUAD, INC.

By:




         President
Department Seal
7.
Consideration of the Local Area Regional Transportation Plan
· Mayor Becker explained that Zoning Administrator Vicky Brooks had a couple of email exchanges back and forth with Mr. Robert Cook of the Mecklenburg-Union Metropolitan Planning Organization, who asked if he really needed to attend the meeting.  Mr. Cook had spoken with representatives from Waxhaw and Weddington, as well as Mr. Greg Francis and Mr. Bill Duston from Centralina Council of Governments.  Ms. Brooks had forwarded Mr. Cook the minutes from the council meetings that Mr. Duston and Mr. Francis had made a presentation at, so that Mr. Cook would be able to get an idea of what the council’s position was on the Local Area Regional Transportation Plan (LARTP).   Mr. Cook emailed Ms. Brooks back commenting that it appeared that he really didn’t need to attend the meeting; however, if the council wanted him to stop by and talk about general transportation issues he would.  Mayor Becker explained that he and Ms. Brooks decided that the council did not have any general issues they needed to talk about.  It is up to the council at this point to decide to vote yea or nay on entering into this agreement (LARTP) and move on to the next opportunity that they offer.  Councilwoman Neill commented that she thought the town would be throwing good money after bad and would not be duly represented.
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion not to participate at this time and Councilwoman Critz seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None    
8.
Catawba Lands Conservancy Presentation
· Mayor Becker asked the council’s permission to suspend this item in order to give Ms. Jenni LeBlanc time to get to the meeting, although the council will be considering the funding requests in the next item.  It is up to the council how they wish to proceed on this item.  There was a consensus of the council to allow Ms. LeBlanc to make a presentation when and if she arrives this evening.  There was also a consensus of the council that if Ms. LeBlanc was not able to make this meeting, they would like for her to make a presentation at the next meeting.  
9.
Consideration of 2007-2008 Non-Profit Funding Requests 

· Mayor Becker explained that some of the agencies have made specific requests and others have left it open ended.  The council has often funded based on prior year contributions.  Mayor Becker noted that he had provided the council with a spreadsheet showing what the town has done and a memo explaining the three non-profits that have already been disbursed.  The “0’s” on the spreadsheet are people that have not requested funding, such as the Red Cross and United Family Services.   Ms. Brooks commented that she had received another email from Ms. Naomi Herndon from Turning Point inviting the council to take a tour of their facility.  Mayor Becker noted that a lot of questions were asked by the council during the Turning Point presentation just trying to make sure that their funding was being wisely spent, which is important.  Councilwoman Coffey commented that she knows that Turning Point is a good organization and she is certain that they are serving a need, but there are overlapping organizations that do this and she would much rather see proactive measures and education put in, rather than reactive revolving door, ultimately leading to a worse situation each time.  The presenter had even agreed that it was a revolving door.  Councilwoman Coffey continued that ultimately each time is worse when they go back and leads to death, as we’ve seen.  Councilwoman Coffey stated that she would rather see the town’s funding go to an organization that is trying to be proactive in education, at an age that is young enough that they can make a difference in people and understanding what rights they have and what they can do for themselves, because a woman has to understand that she can provide for herself, she does not have to have a so-called man and then take a beating.  Mayor Becker explained that he knows from his visit to Turning Point that they may not have enough of that education component, because as Councilwoman Coffey said the damage is already done by the time that woman or that family gets there, but the good part is that they do offer the shelter.  Mayor Becker believed that Turning Point is really trying within the best of their abilities to get those women self sufficient and encourage them not to go back to the abusive situation.  That is a part of their mission; however, it is not the young girls that they are educating.  Mayor Becker wondered if they were going to high schools and talking to girls and if that might be something the council should be suggest to Turning Point.  Councilwoman Cureton commented that some of them are coming from out-of-town to get away from their abusive mate and she knows that there is some shelter in Monroe where they take women and men.  
· Councilwoman Critz mentioned that Hospice requested a onetime large amount for their building project and the council should look at this proportionately to the town’s population, as they have with some other requests.  Councilman Countryman asked what the council was considering funding the Catawba Lands Conservancy (CLC).  Mayor Becker responded that he would recommend sticking with the $2,500, because that is the town’s core; Conservation by Design is the town’s motto and the CLC has been the chief funding recipient.  It is a large amount in terms of the town’s budget; however, the town has been very much a partner to them.  Mayor Becker moved onto Council on Aging and commented that the town has consistently been funding them at the $1,000 level since 2005; Ms. Linda Smosky did make a presentation this year and requested that the town consider funding at that level.  Hospice could be $500.  Councilwoman Critz suggested that the council consider funding them a onetime amount of $2,000, since they are in this capital project.  Councilwoman Critz stated that she knew of several Mineral Springs residents that have been helped by Hospice; they are active in our community.  Councilman Countryman interjected, as much as he thinks of the CLC and the philosophy behind that, he has to play devil’s advocate too.  When you look at the non-profit funding and you see a $2,500 figure, you will have people out in the community who don’t necessarily think like the council and certain other members of the community and don’t really see the benefits of that $2,500 expenditure, when it is far easier to see in terms of agencies that actually do something for people ending up with significantly less money.  Where we have money, and he is in agreement with Councilwoman Critz, because there are a lot of people that didn’t step up to the plate this year, he thinks Mineral Springs should give the money to those agencies that “aid” people, if for no other reason than to not send a bad message that we’re contributing far more to this agency (CLC) that looks after trees and water, but doesn’t tend to look after people.  People tend to be more important to a lot of constituents than things or “stuff”.  Councilwoman Critz interjected, in relation to the CLC, that what happens to the trees and water definitely affects all of us in the future and the CLC has played a huge role in what the town is coming up on as far as creating the greenway and the purchase of this property.  That is going to be something that is on the forefront for the next year or two, is the greenway.  So the presence of the CLC in the community is going to be more obvious to everyone, maybe people don’t realize how much conservation land is in Mineral Springs.  Once this greenway project really starts, then the average person is going to know more about the CLC and more about how they played a role in what the town is doing.  Councilman Countryman responded that he doesn’t dispute that at all, he is very supportive of that, all he is saying is that there are people out there that don’t care, shame on them, they should, but the reality is that if we are going to spend that kind of money, in the short term too, since the town has the money available, we need to kind of up the ante and spend it with those people that have come to us that actually do things for people in our community, its important.  Mayor Becker responded that he supports Councilman Countryman, you won’t find a bigger tree hugger than Mayor Becker, and yet if he wanted to put the shoe on the other foot, if he had a spouse or a parent who was at the end of life and suffering and in need of Hospice care, he would be so grateful, the tree might be secondary, while he wanted that loved one to have some dignified Hospice care at the end of their life.  Councilman Countryman pointed out that people don’t really understand and when they just look at the top line and they see the town devoting $2,500 to the CLC, because they don’t think deep enough and they don’t have a futuristic view of how everybody benefits from that.  What they do see is somebody spending $2,500 on some trees when there are people in need.  Councilwoman Critz responded that she believes that the town is sending an educational message and that consistency in what we’re doing here speaks volumes.  Councilwoman Neill commented that this is the town’s brand and part of who we are and what we are all about.  Councilman Countryman commented that he is not wanting to reduce the $2,500 to CLC, but he wants people to understand that we care about people too and as long as the town has the money and because other people for whatever reason their reasons were didn’t step and say “I need the money”, he believed the town should take care of and spend the money and give more to Hospice.  The town is not obligated to throw it out there and spend $6,500 when these people didn’t step up, he believed that as we progress through 2008-2009, somebody is going to come up and say “hey I need some money”, so let’s support these people the town knows they need to support and in the case of a couple of the people, let’s support them at a little higher rate and then keep some money in the bank because somebody is going to want it later on.  Mayor Becker asked the council if they were satisfied with funding the Community Arts Council at the $500 level and what about Turning Point.  Is there any concern that the town should not fund Turning Point at any level this year?  Councilwoman Coffey stated her personal opinion was that they could do without Mineral Springs this year, Council on Aging is very much needed, and Hospice is very much needed.  Councilwoman Critz pointed out that there are examples of where they are active in the community too.  Councilwoman Cureton disagreed with not funding Turning Point at any level.  She has been to Turning Point and she saw what is going on.  Councilwoman Coffey asked what their budget looked like; what does the non-profit look like.  Councilwoman Cureton responded that she hasn’t checked into the budget, but these people that are there need help, they really need help.  There are people with a lot of little kids and they need help.  Councilwoman Critz suggested that the council pay attention to what Councilwoman Cureton is saying, because she has been there.  Councilwoman Cureton stated that everybody ought to go, because if you were to go you would…  Mayor Becker commented that Councilwoman Coffey’s concerns are well founded and he believed the council can decide now to give them that amount of money, but he thinks the council needs to get there.  Councilwoman Neill commented that she didn’t want to penalize the people that have real trauma and real needs.  Mayor Becker responded that where the town has a real concern of where Turning Points budget/salaries are and making sure that they are in line.  Councilwoman Critz asked if there was something specific that is red-flagged for Councilwoman Coffey who responded that it was the overlapping groups that are out there serving the same need, there are churches that are out there doing this, families are trying to help them and the biggest thing is the revolving door, it is an outlet to get away for a week, yes there are some valid concerns, there’s some families that don’t have a place to turn to for a short period of time, that’s what the Red Cross is for and all of these wonderful organizations.  Councilwoman Coffey suggested that these people should be educated and kept out of these places.  
· Councilwoman Neill commented that she has learned more about the Literacy Council of Union County and we do have three residents in the community who are benefiting from them.  The Literacy Council started from donations and they have built themselves up as much as they have been able to over a ten year period.  They are a very worthwhile agency.  Councilwoman Neill suggested funding them at the $200 level.  This would cover some text books and material.           
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to fund the Catawba Lands Conservancy at the $2,500 level and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to fund the Council on Aging at the $1,000 level and Councilwoman LaMonica seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to fund Hospice of Union County at the $2,000 level and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman LaMonica made motion to fund the Community Arts Council at the $500 level and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Cureton made a motion to fund Turning Point at the $500 level and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion carried as follows: 
Ayes: Countryman, Critz, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: Coffey and LaMonica
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to fund the Literacy Council of Union County at the $200 level and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Mayor Becker explained that because there wasn’t a unanimous vote on Turning Point he was going to bring the concerns to Ms. Naomi Herndon and make sure that she understands that the council had a lot of discussion about that and that there were two women on the council who would like to get a little better justification of expenditures and programs.
10.
Consideration of the 2008-2009 Budget 
· Mayor Becker explained that the council will be adopting the actual budget ordinance.  The more detailed spreadsheet is not a binding spreadsheet.  For example, in page 5 under Beautification/Maintenance and Charities/Agencies are line items for $6,000 each.  That isn’t how it was done this year; the council just did $6,700 for Charities/Agencies.  So the council can do that without a budget amendment, because it is within a category, but what is in the budget ordinance must be adhered to in those broader categories unless a budget amendment is done.  The line items can be modified. 
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to approve the 2008-2009 budget ordinance and Councilman Countryman seconded.  Councilwoman Neill asked if this was the time to add something.  Mayor Becker responded that if the council has changes in the ordinance they should be brought up now.  Councilwoman Neill requested that the council take a look at the dues, specifically one of the organizations that the town has supported in the past; the $175 for the Chamber of Commerce dues.  Councilwoman Neill commented that she can no longer support the town’s membership in the Chamber since they demanded that an out of town developer be exempt from our ordinance which is outrageous; this Chamber does not help us, it is a special interest tool.  Councilwoman Critz responded that it is outrageous and they are off the map and they are wrong in many ways; however, a Chamber of Commerce, as an organization, and what it means to a town and community is something that the town should support.  The Union County Chamber of Commerce has flawed leadership and they have flawed agendas.  Councilwoman Neill stated that as a member we would like to have support from the Chamber as well as somebody else.  Councilwoman Critz asked if the town could continue membership and send a message; perhaps by drafting a letter.  Councilman Countryman commented that he believed the town is bigger and has to demonstrate that we are bigger than the Chamber and a $175 cost in dues is not a lot of money.  For the town to withdraw membership demonstrates that the town is not broad of mind; to continue to have a membership even though they have bad leadership.  The town can do more by sending a letter and continue to say that the town is not in agreement with the way they do business.  Mayor Becker stated that if the town continues their membership he is willing to draft a letter for next month that the council can work on and it can be sent as a council statement.  There was a consensus of the council to continue membership; however, they should send a letter as well.  Councilwoman Neill requested that the mayor’s salary be increased by $100 per month.  The motion made by Councilwoman Critz to adopt the budget ordinance as written with the friendly amendment by Councilwoman Neill to increase the mayor’s salary to $4,800 annually passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· The 2008-2009 Budget is as follows:         
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

TOWN OF MINERAL SPRINGS

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A BUDGET

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-2009

O-2007-05

Be it ordained by the Council of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, the following:

Section I. Appropriations. The following amounts are hereby approved in the General Fund for the operation of the Town government and its activities for the fiscal year beginning 7/1/2008 and ending 6/30/2009, in accordance with a Chart of Accounts to be established for the Town:



ADMINISTRATIVE & GENERAL GOVERNMENT: 
$215,077.00


Advertising
$1,800.00

Attorney
$16,000.00


Audit
$3,200.00


Community Projects
$12,000.00


Contingency
$3,000.00


Dues
$4,725.00


Elections
$800.00

Employee overhead
$9,000.00

Fire Protection
$8,500.00

Insurance
$3,500.00


Newsletter
$2,400.00


Office and Clerk
$101,260.00


Planning and Zoning
$30,376.00


Street Lighting
$1,800.00

Tax collection
$10,716.00


Training
$3,000.00


Travel
$3,000.00


CAPITAL: 


$89,348.00


Capital outlay
$89,348.00


TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS:
$304,425.00

Section II. Estimated Revenues. It is estimated that the following revenues will be available in the General Fund for the fiscal year beginning 7/1/2008 and ending 6/30/2009:



Franchise tax, utility
$172,000.00



Interest
$10,000.00



Other income
$12,500.00



Property taxes
$62,315.00



Sales taxes
$42,600.00



Vehicle taxes
$5,010.00


TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES:

$304,425.00

Section III. Project Ordinances. Capital Project Ordinance O-2007-04, for town hall construction, is hereby funded by means of a $500,000 transfer of appropriated fund balance from the General Fund into the Capital Projects Fund.

A Grant Project Ordinance in the amount of $333,075 for the purchase of land in the Copper Run subdivision adjoining proposed town greenway and conservation property will be considered during the 2008-09 fiscal year.  It is anticipated that this project will be funded by means of a $307,000 grant from the North Carolina Clean Water Management Trust Fund and a $30,075 transfer of appropriated fund balance from the General Fund into the Grant Projects Fund.

Section IV. Property Tax Levy. A tax in the amount of $0.025 per $100.00 of assessed valuation is hereby levied on property within the Town of Mineral Springs which was listed for property taxes in Union County, North Carolina as of January 1, 2008.


ADOPTED this 12th day of June, 2008.  Witness my hand and official seal:





S/Frederick Becker









                            Frederick Becker III, Mayor


Attest:


S/Vicky A. Brooks


Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk

11.
Consideration of Text Amendments
· Councilman Countryman asked what prompted this text amendment.  Mayor Becker responded that it had to do with the Conditional Use Permit and the building being built by the Blythe Company in the Downtown Overlay District.  They are backed up against the railroad tracks on that side and they are going to have their parking area in the back and they want to fence it.  The zoning ordinance prohibited chain link fencing anywhere in the Downtown Overlay District.  It just seemed that it would be more secure and less expensive with less maintenance than some other things.  Ms. Patti Blythe asked Ms. Brooks if the planning board/town council would consider allowing some discretion, specifically on the railroad track frontage, in using chain link fencing.  Ms. Brooks took the proposed text amendments to the planning board and they were very careful with the language, which requires zoning administrator approval.  The planning board favorably recommended the proposed text amendment 
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to adopt the text amendments as presented for fencing in the Downtown Overlay.  The proposed text amendment is consistent with the recommendations of the town’s comprehensive plan, the town of Mineral Springs Land Use Plan adopted October 12, 2006 and the Vision Plan referenced and contained therein.  The proposed text amendment is reasonable and advances the public interest.    Councilman Countryman seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· The text amendments are as follows:   

3) 
Suggested Fences, Walls, and Gate Materials.

a) Concrete or plaster with smooth or lightly textured surface

b) Wrought iron

c) Split face block

d) New or used face brick

e) Wooden picket fence 

Prohibited materials, unless otherwise provided for, include cinder block (whether colored or unfinished), chain link or “cyclone” fences, rough sawn or natural wood.

The intent of the fencing regulations is to provide the most visually attractive streetscape.  Properties bordering the CSX railroad in the Highway District may install chain link or other prohibited materials at the discretion of the town’s Zoning Administrator as provided for as follows:  Chain link or other prohibited materials shall only be erected along the rear yard portion of the property abutting the railroad track and the side rear yard behind the rear building line.  Razor wire, barbed wire, or like material shall not be installed on any type of fencing.  Fencing that is visible from the street side shall not be made of any prohibited materials listed above.  

12.
Consideration of the 2008 Audit Contract
· Mayor Becker stated that the audit contract is with the same auditor and explained that he had a couple of concerns with the lateness of the audit and the reports filed with the Local Government Commission.  The council previously received documentation, as an FYI, explaining that Mr. Burns had scheduling conflicts and hadn’t gotten to Mayor Becker in time to ask for what he needed.  Mayor Becker commented that he is happy with Mr. Burns and his price; however, this year Mayor Becker will expect Mr. Burns to ask for what he needs in a timely fashion.  Mayor Becker recommended that the audit contract be approved 

· Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve the audit contract and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
13.
Consideration of Revising the Contract with Ken Newell for Maintenance of the Town Hall Site and the Town Signs   
· Mayor Becker explained we were very happy to have Mr. Newell cut the grass at the Town Hall site the one time he did for $100; he did a good job.  At this time when it is only going to be a half acre, there is going to be construction taking place and there is no formal landscaping, then going to a $300 a month contract to cut a half acre of grass on a regular basis seemed a little steep.  Mayor Becker asked if the council would rather just have Ms. Brooks call Mr. Newell when it needs to be cut and pay the $100 rather than paying $3,600 annually for a half acre of grass.  Councilwoman Critz commented that while the Town Hall site is under construction the “as needed basis” would be better.  Councilman Countryman commented that he had a discussion with Mr. Newell and he is not sure now what he had discussed with him, but he was going to say this although he may be incorrect in saying it.  During a personal conversation Councilman Countryman had with Mr. Newell, Councilman Countryman understood that Mr. Newell would recommend that his fees for everything to be $500, but that he would only bill the town for eleven months, with one month free, if that is what the council chooses to do, without any gas surcharges.  Ms. Brooks interjected that she missed the “one month free”, but she did get the no gas charges.  Councilman Countryman continued that he believed given that because Mr. Newell would be taking care of three properties and the cost of diesel fuel, which goes in his equipment, that it would be more appropriate for the town to go for an annual contract.  Councilwoman Coffey responded that the town may want to take some bids on it, because this is exceedingly high.  Councilman Countryman stated that he believed it was important to support local people in our own community, but in all fairness to expenditures and spending taxpayer dollars, even though costs are rising, the economy is tightening and there are people that were in the grass mowing business that aren’t in the grass mowing business anymore and so to maintain their livelihood, he believed that you are finding some people that are doing the job for less than they did at one time.  Mayor Becker asked Ms. Brooks or Councilman Countryman if Mr. Newell was okay with doing it on an as needed basis for $100.  Councilman Countryman responded yes.  Councilwoman Critz reiterated that while there is construction going on it should be on an “as needed basis”.  There was a consensus of the council to ask Mr. Newell to cut the grass on an “as needed basis”.         
· Councilwoman LaMonica made a motion to go with the $100 per cutting, which will be administered by Ms. Brooks and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
14.
Consideration of a Resolution Protesting the Process by which the Proposed Change in the Number of County Commissioners is being Considered
· Mayor Becker explained that the way the bill is written now it says Anson County, which is another reason that the municipalities don’t like it.  He [Representative Pryor Gibson] did not file a bill for Union County, he filed a bill for Anson County, which he also has in his district, and the reason he did that was because he couldn’t get consensus with the Union County delegation (Goodall [in the senate], Furr and Blackwood in the house), so he filed the Anson County bill, which then he can sneakily change in committee and change Anson to Union; people in Anson have said that they didn’t want to change their Board of Commissioners, and the bill simply says “such and such statute is amended” and the only amendment is that it takes out the language of “the County Commission may make changes to the board by doing this, and this, and holding a referendum”, it strikes out the “holding a referendum” language, so its specifically saying that our Board of Commissioners can now change their composition without a referendum.  Councilwoman Neill added that they could make the appointments themselves; they will make four seats themselves prior to November.  Mayor Becker responded that really is the scariest part of all.  He would love in this county for the municipalities, like Mineral Springs, who has never had county commissioner from Mineral Springs, he didn’t believe, for us to get together as municipalities, like we have done on this land use plan, say “are districts a good idea, is this going to help diversify”, but not sneaking around.  Indian Trail, Waxhaw, and Wesley Chapel have all adopted this proposed resolution.
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve the resolution (R-2008-03) and Councilwoman Critz seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· The resolution is as follows:
State of North Carolina

Town of Mineral Springs

RESOLUTION PROTESTING THE PROCESS BY WHICH 

THE PROPOSED CHANGE IN THE NUMBER OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS IS BEING CONDUCTED

R-2008-03

WHEREAS, the issue of modifying the number of County Commissioners was not on the published agenda for the May 19, 2008 Union County Commissioners' meeting; and 

WHEREAS, during the Additions and Deletions portion of the meeting Commissioner Parker Mills motioned to add to the agenda a discussion on increasing the number of board members from five (5) to nine (9); and 

WHEREAS, prior to Commissioner Mills' motion a number of citizens spoke in favor of increasing the number of board members during the public comment portion of the meeting which clearly indicates an organized effort to contact these and other select individuals on this subject in advance of the May 19th meeting; and 

WHEREAS, the Citizens of Mineral Springs and a vast majority of Union County citizens have been disenfranchised by the County Commissioners as the citizens were not informed this matter would be discussed during the May 19th meeting and therefore had no opportunity to address their elected officials to express their views on this matter; and 

WHEREAS, the voters of Union County soundly defeated a similar measure on the November 2007 ballot; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Pryor Gibson (District 69) who is spearheading this measure does not represent a large geographical portion of Union County, that portion of the County represented by N.C. House Districts 67 and 68 which includes a majority of the population of the County and includes the municipalities of: Hemby Bridge, Indian Trail, Lake Park, Marvin, Mineral Springs, Waxhaw, Weddington, Wesley Chapel, Stallings, Unionville, as well as large portions of both the City of Monroe and un-incorporated Union County; and 

WHEREAS, other State elected officials who represent Union County including Representative Curtis Blackwood (District 68) and Senator W. Edward (Eddie) Goodall do not support the process by which this measure is being pursued; and 

WHEREAS, in late 2007 the Union County Commissioners voted unanimously against increasing the number of board members yet now, post-May Primary election, three of these same five commissioners on May 19th voted to increase the board to nine members raising speculation that this issue is being supported now by three commissioners because they are unhappy with the outcome of the May Primary results. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Mineral Springs does not support the process by which this proposed change in the number of County Commissioner board members is being conducted, namely without notification to all County Residents and without the opportunity for the citizens to vote in this matter and with the timing of this matter being just over six months since the voters defeated a similar measure and being just two weeks since the May Primary vote which resulted in a likely major change in the makeup of the board of Commissioners including the loss in the Primary of one of the three Commissioners making up the 3 to 2 majority who voted in favor of this measure on May 19th; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Mineral Springs respectfully requests that the Union County Board of Commissioners retract their endorsement of this measure until such time as; 1) All Union County Citizens are given ample notice that said discussion and consideration of this matter is planned and, 2) That the matter be presented in the form of a referendum so the voters may decide this important issue; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Mineral Springs calls upon all local elected officials to join us in support of this resolution on behalf of their respective citizens.

ADOPTED this the 12th day of June, 2008. 

S/Frederick Becker









                            Frederick Becker III, Mayor

Attest:


S/Vicky Brooks



Vicky Brooks, Town Clerk

15.
Consideration of an Ordinance Concurring with the North Carolina Department of Transportation for Brantley Oaks
· Mayor Becker explained that this ordinance was requested by Brantley Oaks and approved by the Department of Transportation.  
· Councilwoman LaMonica made a motion to adopt the Brantley Oaks concurring speed limit ordinance (O-2007-06) and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· The ordinance is as follows:

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

TOWN OF MINERAL SPRINGS

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING SPEED LIMIT MODIFICATION 

CONCURRING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ORDINANCE 

O-2007-06

WHEREAS, N.C. G.S. 20-141 (f) authorizes speed limit modifications based upon engineering and traffic investigation on portions of a State Highway System Street located in the Town of Mineral Springs;  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, the following:

SECTION 1.  Declare the Following Speed Limit.
	Speed

Limit
	Route
	Road Description

	
	
	

	25
	SR 3156
	(Winding Oaks Trail) from a point 0.40 mile south of SR 1327 (Pleasant Grove Road) northward to SR 1327, Brantley Oaks Subdivision – subdivisionwide.

	25
	SR 3157
	(Cross Point Court) from a point 0.23 mile west of SR 3156 (Winding Oaks Trail) eastward to SR 3156, Brantley Oaks Subdivision – subdivisionwide.

	25
	SR 3158
	(Valley Stream Trail) from SR 3159 (Autumn Blaze Court) northward to SR 3157 (Winding Oaks Trail), Brantley Oaks Subdivision – subdivisionwide. 

	25
	SR 3159
	(Autumn Blaze Court) from a point 0.35 south of SR 3156 (Winding Oaks Trail) northward to SR 3156, Brantley Oaks Subdivision – subdivisionwide.

	25
	SR 3160
	(Birchfield Circle) from SR 3156 (Winding Oaks Trail) eastward to a point 0.03 mile east of SR 3156, Brantley Oaks Subdivision – subdivisionwide.


SECTION 2.  Effective date.  This ordinance is effective upon adoption of the Department of Transportation of a concurring ordinance and the erection of signs giving notice of the authorized speed limit.   


ADOPTED this 12th day of June, 2008.  Witness my hand and official seal:

S/Frederick Becker









                            Frederick Becker III, Mayor


Attest:


S/Vicky A. Brooks


Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk

· Mayor Becker explained that there is a related item involving Brantley Oaks roads and suggested that the council consider it at this time while they are talking about Brantley Oaks roads.  If the council makes a motion to do this tonight, then Councilwoman LaMonica probably shouldn’t vote on it, because she is a dues payer of the Brantley Oaks Homeowners Association.  Mayor Becker continued to explain that this is news just received this afternoon.  This has been a long ongoing battle; the council may remember the long presentation Marvin Speight made.  Mayor Becker is very happy with the obligation that the Brantley Oaks Homeowners Association is asking of the town, for the fact that our zoning administrator botched the bond, our previous zoning administrator, and it’s a very small obligation of $296.70 he thought from the perspective of finance officer.  Mayor Becker noted that Ms. Brooks has gone back and forth with the bonding company and Councilwoman LaMonica herself has been involved with the bonding company, but the town never had a signed original bond, which is what the bonding company kept asking for.  Councilman Countryman asked if the whole bonding thing was done now.  Councilwoman LaMonica responded that we will never find the original (lost) bond and the insurance company won’t do anything without an executed bond.  Councilwoman LaMonica went on the explain that Brantley Oaks went back to the folks that did the repairs and asked them to do an itemization, specifically what was contributable to Phase II of the development and basically what they came back with is that really there was some asphalt repair work done and they did it per square footage and that is what that is.
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to allow Councilwoman LaMonica to recuse herself from voting on the Brantley Oaks Phase II Bond payment and Councilwoman Critz seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to pay the Brantley Oaks Homeowners Association $296.70 as payment in full for the Phase II Bond and the subsequent repairs and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None



LaMonica was recused from this vote
16.
Consideration of a Board of Adjustment Applicant
· Mayor Becker stated that the Board of Adjustment applicant was not present.  Councilwoman Critz pointed out that the Baucoms officially have their house for sale and stated that she is not sure why Mrs. Baucom submitted an application.  Mayor Becker noted that she had submitted the application before the house went on the market.  Councilwoman Critz stated that she did not consider this a legitimate application and the council should move forward with advertising in some way.  Mayor Becker asked if Ms. Brooks had spoken with Mrs. Baucom.  Ms. Brooks responded that she had emailed Mrs. Baucom, but had not heard back from her.  Mayor Becker commented that the council needs to know more.       
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to re-advertise for the vacant Board of Adjustment seat and Councilwoman LaMonica seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows: 

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
17.
Staffing Coverage for Zoning Administrator Vacation

· Mayor Becker asked Ms. Brooks when she was going on vacation.  Ms. Brooks responded that it was the whole week of July 4th.  Mayor Becker noted that there was a lot of holiday stuff going on there anyway when people aren’t necessarily needing permits.  We actually have a little subsidiary contract with Centralina Council of Governments (COG) as an advisor and consultant, we have six hours left and eighteen days left in the fiscal year.  Mayor Becker believed what Ms. Brooks was asking is if the deputy town clerk, Christina Squires, gets a call that is somehow a crucial zoning matter, does the council want Ms. Squires to refer it to COG and just use the remaining town contract.  There was a strong consensus of the council not to refer calls to COG, because they couldn’t see COG stepping in during Ms. Brooks’s absence.  In the event of an emergency, Ms. Squires can refer to Mayor Becker.  Ms. Brooks is just to leave a message on her voice mail asking them to leave a message that will be returned after the vacation period. 

· Ms. Brooks informed the council that her father would be having surgery this Wednesday and she would most likely be out of the office quite a bit after that happens.        
18.
Union County Tax Collection Option

· Mayor Becker commented that the council has seen the Union County tax collection option; however, he recommended that the town not “fire” the tax collector.  Councilman Countryman noted that he didn’t want Union County to have a thing that has to do with the town.  Councilwoman Critz stated that she asked Mayor Becker if there was anything that she might have missed and he commented that Wesley Chapel is going to take advantage of this service, so we do have an opportunity to observe and see what happens.  Mayor Becker commented that he and Ms. Henson work very closely together and he will talk to Tracey Clinton of Wesley Chapel to see what kind of benefits the town could have.  Councilman Countryman made a motion that we do not accept the Union County offer to administer our taxes and Councilwoman LaMonica seconded.  Mayor Becker shared with the council that he had received the letter from Alan Baucom, which would normally come from staff and he called the Union County Tax Administrator John Petoskey to request a meeting to discuss the letter.  During that meeting, Mayor Becker relayed to the tax administrator that he had received the letter from Alan Baucom.  Mr. Petoskey explained that the board felt that an elected official should send it out instead of the staff.  Mr. Petoskey asked Mayor Becker for a copy of the letter because he himself had not seen it! 
· Mayor Becker suggested that he and Ms. Henson would look at how this works and what benefits there might be or what the county can do for the town.  The council can consider it next year.  Councilwoman Neill commented that it should be Ms. Henson’s decision when she doesn’t want to the tax collector.   
· The motion made by Councilman Countryman and seconded by Councilwoman LaMonica passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
19.
Town Hall Update

· Mayor Becker explained that the full construction documents are almost ready for plan review at the county.  Ms. Brooks added that they should be ready by the end of next week.  Mayor Becker noted that the county has to sign off on the plans and then the next step will be for Pease to put together the bid package and begin advertising for bids.  Mayor Becker asked the council to authorize him to give Pease the go ahead to put the bids together if they are ready to go before next meeting.  There was a consensus of the council to give Mayor Becker the authority to authorize Pease to begin the bid process.  
· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to authorize Mayor Becker to allow Pease to begin to advertise the bids if they can do so before the next meeting and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None
  20.
Other Business
· Councilman Countryman asked what the most recent update on the Stonebridge TODS signs.  Ms. Brooks had given the council an FYI as an update. 
· Ms. Brooks commented that Councilman Countryman asked a couple months ago about the speed limit on Highway 75 between downtown and Western Union School Road.  A confirmation has been received from the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) that they feel that 55 mph is a safe speed for that stretch of road.  Ms. Brooks further explained that she had asked them to do a second study because of the sight distance difficulties from McNeely Road and other areas.  The conclusion from both studies was that 55 mph was a safe speed.  
· Councilwoman Cureton stated that she got a lot  calls about two houses where they put in new poles (Union Electric) and there were two homes that had so much junk in the yard that they want to make those people move that stuff so they can put in the poles.  Mayor Becker commented that there might be a power line right-of-way and the homeowners are supposed to keep that clear.  Attorney Griffin commented that if it didn’t violate a town ordinance then it was a utility issue and not the towns.  
21.
Adjournment

· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to adjourn and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, LaMonica, and Neill 
Nays: None

· The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m.

· The next regular meeting will be on Thursday, July 10, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department.

Respectfully submitted by:

Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk


Frederick Becker III, Mayor
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