Town of Mineral Springs
Town Hall  

3506 S. Potter Road
Town Council

Regular Meeting 

May 14, 2009 ~ 7:30 PM 

Minutes 
The Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, met in Regular Session at the Mineral Springs Town Hall, Mineral Springs, North Carolina, at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 14, 2009.

Present:
Mayor Frederick Becker III, Mayor Pro Tem Valerie Coffey, Councilman Jerry Countryman, Councilwoman Lundeen Cureton, Councilwoman Peggy Neill, Town Clerk/Zoning Administrator Vicky Brooks, Attorney Bobby Griffin, and Deputy Town Clerk Christina Squires.

Absent:
Councilwoman Janet Critz, Councilwoman Melody LaMonica, and Tax Collector Libby Andrews-Henson.
Visitors:
Pamela Caskey, Sheila Crunkleton, Barbara Faulk, Chief Donald Gaddy, Bill Howie, and Al Sharp.
With a quorum present Mayor Becker called the Regular Town Council Meeting of May 14, 2009 to order at 7:32 p.m.

1. 
Opening

· Mayor Becker welcomed everyone to the first meeting in our new town hall. 

· Councilwoman Lundeen Cureton delivered the invocation.

· Pledge of Allegiance.

2. 
Consideration of a Resolution-2009-04 and Discussion of Ordering a Plaque
· Mayor Becker noted that this was a special agenda item; Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Departments’ Chief Don Gaddy was present at this meeting.  Mayor Becker explained that the town would like to honor the Mineral Springs Fire and Rescue Department, Chief Gaddy, the firefighters, and the board for their incredible generosity.  The fire department was there for the town when we started, the very first meeting in 1999 was held in their meeting room; they have been there for the town for almost ten years.  The town built an office on the back of the fire department seven years ago, which was supposed to be a five year lease; however, they kept letting the town use the space until we moved to our town hall.   Mayor Becker read the resolution.    
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve Resolution-2009-04 and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

· The resolution is as follows:
TOWN OF MINERAL SPRINGS

RESOLUTION HONORING THE MINERAL SPRINGS

VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT

R-2009-04


Whereas, the Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs held their first official town meeting on August 19, 1999 at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department; and


WHEREAS, the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department's building has been the home of the Town of Mineral Springs since that time; and

WHEREAS, in March of 2002, the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department agreed to allow the town to build an addition to the fire department for the use of a town office, which would be occupied by the town for the period of five years; and

WHEREAS, although that time period has elapsed, the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department has graciously allowed the town to continue its use of the office space; and
WHEREAS, the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department has frequently coordinated its meetings around town meetings for the past nine years and eight months; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs commends the efforts of the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department to be such a worthy community-oriented organization; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs finds that Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department is highly deserving of this recognition and hereby expresses their sincerest gratitude for the fire departments unselfish commitment to the Town of Mineral Springs.

 
ADOPTED this 14th day of May, 2009.


       Frederick Becker III, Mayor


Attest:


Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk
· Councilwoman Neill added that it had been almost ten years, which is a long time to put up with anybody.  Councilwoman Neill thanked Chief Gaddy/Assistant Chief Tony Belk/the board/firefighters for putting up with the town and for their generosity of sharing the fire department.

· Chief Gaddy spoke on behalf of the fire department in commenting that they are proud to be able to have helped the town get started; both entities have grown a lot since 1999.  Chief Gaddy stated that he was proud of the new building for the town; “the town deserves a good building”.  Chief Gaddy went on to say that anytime the fire department can be of help to the town, they know where it is, “don’t be strangers”.  Mayor Becker presented Chief Gaddy with a framed version of the resolution.

· Mayor Becker noted that Town Clerk Vicky Brooks passed out a hand written memo; this agenda item includes consideration of getting a plaque made to present to the fire department.  Mayor Becker explained that Ms. Brooks suggested the wording for the plaque and asked if the council approved of it.  There was a consensus of the council was that the wording looked fine.  Mayor Becker read the wording “The Town of Mineral Springs Mayor/Council/Staff wish to express our sincerest gratitude to the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department for allowing us the use of their facilities for the past ten years.  The department’s unselfish commitment has been an invaluable contribution to the entire community.  1999-2009”.

· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to authorize Ms. Brooks to have the plaque made with that wording and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
3.
Public Comments
· Bill Howie – 4617 Pleasant Grove Road.

4.
Approval of Town Council Minutes and Monthly Reports 
A.  April 9, 2009 Town Council Minutes
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to approve the April 9, 2009 minutes as presented and Councilwoman Cureton seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

B. March 2009 Tax Collector’s Report

· Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve the March 2009 Tax Collector’s Report as presented and Councilwoman Coffey seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

C. Duplicate Tax Refunds  
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to issue the duplicate property tax refund in the amount of $21.73 and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

D. March 2009 Finance Report    
· Councilwoman Cureton made a motion to approve the March 2009 finance report and Councilwoman Coffey seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

5.
CONNECT Presentation and Consideration of Resolution-2009-05
· Mr. Al Sharp of Centralina Council of Governments (COG) explained what COG is and what they are about.  There are 72 local governments who voluntarily work together to improve our communities and the region.  COG was created about 40 years ago by then Governor Martin, because he thought that there should be a basis for regional cooperation.  The staff at COG all have master’s degrees and are qualified to help the member communities and the board is all elected officials (72).  Mr. Sharp pointed out that Councilwoman Coffey served on the board and she has been asking some really penetrating questions, which is what elected officials need to do.  COG works in a broad spectrum of issues; they are the economic development district for the region, which is recognized by the Economic Development Administration under the Department of Commerce; they do all the aging planning for the nine county region, which brings in about nine million dollars to the region in terms of aging services; they do workforce development in seven of the counties and right now they’re working very hard because the unemployment rates have shot up to 13 - 15 percent, their role is to help people be re-trained, or get training before people lose their jobs; and for the first time in five years they will have a youth program to get kids involved in working.  COG is dealing with issues of air quality, because this region is under an ozone non-attainment status, which means that not only are we breathing poor air, but we’re in jeopardy of getting sanctions from the federal government.  COG is working with the member communities to try and find things that can be done at the local level to help us meet the air quality indicators.  While people may say that it’s beautiful out here, “it’s green and lush, it doesn’t affect us”.  That really all depends on which the way the wind blows, a lot of the ozone coming into this region isn’t even of our own local generation, it’s blowing up from South Carolina and some of it is coming over the mountains from Tennessee.  The other thing is that we generate some of it ourselves, by our vehicle miles traveled and when we commute into Monroe or Charlotte, then we’re contributing to ozone in that process.  COG works on stormwater issues, because one of the real issues in the next 25 years will be how we use our water.  COG is also working with a number of local governments in terms of grants and under the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) to see whether we can bring stimulus dollars into this region to help our citizens.  

· Mr. Sharp explained to the council that he would love for them to consider the CONNECT resolution if it corresponds to the town’s values. If they want to be at the table with them, if they want to work toward a better future, then they would like for the town to appoint a liaison person, it can be staff, can be council, can be the COG delegate, someone who will be the linkage, we would request that you participate in those things that interest the town, there will be different things coming, CONNECT would also like the town to share the things they are doing successfully.  There is no cost at this time, it is an invitation.  
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to approve Resolution-2009-05 and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The above motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

· The resolution is as follows:
TOWN OF MINERAL SPRINGS

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 

FOR THE CONNECT REGIONAL VISION 

AND ACTION AGENDA

R-2009-05



WHEREAS, the Greater Charlotte Bi-State Region includes 17 counties, 12 in North Carolina 
and 5 in South Carolina, with a population of 2.4 million which is expected to double by 2030; and


WHEREAS, such major growth benefits economic development and job creation, the management of which is best conducted collaboratively in order to position the region for global competitiveness; and


WHEREAS, such major growth also challenges air quality, water resources, transportation, utility infrastructure and land consumption, all of which are matters of regional concern; and

WHEREAS, the Region has articulated an explicit desire to collaborate on issues of area wide impact; and

WHEREAS, to proactively address growth and quality of life, Centralina and Catawba Regional Councils of Government and the Charlotte Regional Partnership have successfully initiated the CONNECT regional vision process for the Greater Charlotte Bi-state Region; and

WHEREAS, the CONNECT Regional Vision and its prioritized Action Agenda represent the first consensus broad-based policy direction for this bi-State area, enabling future collaboration, widespread policy coordination and a stronger voice for consensus on regional interests; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Mineral Springs agrees that it is both within its desire and in its best interest to support collaborative approaches to sustainable growth, healthy environment, strong economy, high-quality education, and enhanced social engagement;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Mineral Springs hereby adopts (endorses/supports) the CONNECT Values, Vision, and Action Agenda as a guide for the future growth of the region, and agrees to consider the Values/Vision and associated policy options as a guide in their own decision-making about community growth;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Mineral Springs pledges to undertake the following actions in support of CONNECT:

1. Participation:

a. Appoint a CONNECT Liaison to be the primary point of contact between the jurisdiction and the CONNECT team;

b. Participate actively in appropriate cabinets, work groups, and other decision-making bodies as requested, and in the update of CONNECT action plans;

c. Participate actively in CONNECT workshops and educational offerings about growth and best practices, to enhance the level of public discussion;

2. Communication/Collaboration:

a. Share copies of plans, policies, initiatives, and successes with the Regional Clearinghouse (to be created);

b. Notify its neighbors of upcoming plan changes, border matters, major developments, or other issues which may impact them, in a timely manner, through www.cogsconnect.org;

3. Engagement

a. Consider the CONNECT Vision and Values in its current policies, programs, and decisions to provide a regional perspective;

b. Consider adoption and implementation of those aspects of the CONNECT Action Agenda that are locally appropriate;

c. Provide letters of support for grant applications and other fund-raising efforts by the Councils of Government to implement CONNECT

d. Support development of stable funding sources, including both public and private commitments, to provide for CONNECT Action Agenda implementation and leveraging of grant funds;

e. Engage local media and citizens in discussions of how multiple community goals can be best achieved through regional collaboration.




ADOPTED this 14th day of May, 2009.

____________________________

Mayor Frederick Becker III


Attest:


_____________________________


Vicky Brooks, Town Clerk
· There was a consensus of the council to appoint a liaison to CONNECT at the next meeting.
6.
Union County Arts Council 

· Ms. Barbara Faulk thanked the council for allowing her to represent the Union County Arts Council; Mineral Springs has been a strong vital supporter of the Arts Council education program for a number of years.   The organization was founded in 1980 to promote the arts as an essential component of community life and it has grown tremendously since 1980.  Ms. Faulk has been with the organization for 22 years and has seen an incredible amount of growth just in their small group.  Ms. Faulk requested council consideration for funding to help support the programs that the Union County Arts Council does that directly, specifically relate to the residents of Mineral Springs.  They are an education based organization that serves the artistic needs of students all across Union County that far surpasses the North Carolina curriculum standards of the Department of Education.  Ms. Faulk commented that she thinks it is so very important that we keep and increase as best we can the level of education that we are able to provide.  In the year 2009-2010, they will be serving 51 Union County Public Schools, which is projected to be a total 38,500 students.  The arts education program serves approximately 20,000 students every year.  The Union County Arts Council has partnered with the Union County Public Schools for many years, working with their administration (the superintendent is on their Board of Directors), with administrators, with staff, with teachers, and with students  to develop programs that fit within the guidelines, but also target issues that are vital to this day.  Ms. Faulk explained that whatever Mineral Springs does for the organization will go directly to support any student that is in the Parkwood cluster schools, as well as Western Union cluster schools, which is somewhere between 4,000 and 5,000 students.  In addition, the Union County Arts Council serves Mineral Springs “other” community and their “other” residents through the daycare programs that are provided all throughout Union County; Mineral Springs has students that come to their daycare programs and seniors that are served by the senior care facilities.  Councilwoman Neill asked if they served Union Academy.  Ms. Faulk responded that they don’t serve them in the same capacity; they are served through grant opportunities.  Public funds like this cannot go back to a charter school, but they can apply for grant funds for a particular program. 
· Mayor Becker noted that the town will consider funding requests next month.            
7.
Turning Point 
· There was no representative from Turning Point at the meeting; this item was postponed until the June meeting.    

8.
United Family Services 

· Ms. Pamela Caskey started with a quote by Margaret Mead that says “never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, concerned citizens can change the world, indeed it’s the only thing that ever has”.  This year United Family Services is celebrating their 100th year anniversary; they were started back in 1909 by 100 businesses and individuals that each gave $25 apiece, which was a sizable contribution.  Society was learning and recognizing that people did need help and assistance, widows, older seniors, children that didn’t have homes.  Through the years United Family Services has changed to meet the needs of the community, at one point it was the premier adoption agency for the community, and they were the first non-profit credit counseling agency that merged with the credit bureau to help people with financial needs and issues.  They were able to open the rape crisis center in 1991 that was assumed by the Sheriff’s Office. As a non-profit agency that was struggling to survive, because of the huge demand in the community and the lack of services to serve children that had been abused, they were almost in a sense victimizing children that they were trying to protect, because they didn’t have the adequate response and community process to work with children that had been sexually or physically abused.  We are unique in that in Union County; United Family Services is the only agency that has the child advocacy center throughout the whole region.  Last year they served over 7,500 people, whether it was a family, financial debt, a mom struggling with parenting issues with a young child, an employee through our employment assistance program; they have been able to help people with a lot of different needs.  United Family Services has incredible staffing with master’s degrees and licensed therapists that help a lot of those needs.  Unfortunately, the rape crisis center and the child advocacy center is still their fastest growing service area; they responded to over 229 hot calls, served 519 child and adult victims of sexual assault, as well as their family members.  Since 2002, there has been an increase of child victims of over 1000 percent.  An outstanding job is being done by  community education and outreach, teaching teachers, child care providers, law enforcement officers how to respond and get a child and a family connected to our resources like the rape crisis center and the child advocacy center.  There is a 24-hour hotline.  The Child Advocacy Center (called the tree house) was opened back in 2005, which is an amazing place; it’s a very child and family friendly place where they conduct forensic interviews and medical exams for children that have just disclosed that they had been sexually assaulted.  Ms. Caskey commented that they cannot prevent all of the things that happen in our community, but hopefully they can reduce the chances that it’s going to affect those that they are able to reach.  “We can’t change the past, but hopefully we can change the future”.  Councilwoman Neill asked if United Family Services was funded by United Way.  Ms. Caskey responded that they are; they’re one of the 18 agencies in Union County that receive funding from the United Way.  It is about 27 percent of the agency’s budget.
9.
American Red Cross 
· Ms. Sheila Crunkleton of the American Red Cross, Union County Chapter, explained that they serve Union County, as well as Anson County.  Last year they served close to 17,000 people in Union County in various ways through their various programs.   The American Red Cross has been in the community for 92 years; they serve everyone regardless of religion, race, or income.  Part of their services in the community is to teach people how to protect, prepare for, and respond to disasters and emergency situations.  For disaster response, they are on call 24-hours a day, seven days a week to respond to family house fires or emergency situations out there where people need them.  Primarily in our community it does seem to be family house fires, last year they had 57 family house fires that they responded to in Union County.  What they do when they respond to those family house fires, in the middle of the night people are coming out in their pajamas, that’s all they have, they’ve walked out of their house with nothing else.  The American Red Cross will give them something to put on, they will put them in a hotel for a couple of nights, give them a little debit card to enable victims to get through the next couple of days.  In responding to family house fires, they also take care of the firemen and whatever their needs are.  The American Red Cross is also prepared with community sheltering, should we have a major disaster.    Ms. Crunkleton explained that they just today received two brand new disaster trailers that came in courtesy of a Wal-Mart grant.   Part of the other services included, is their service to armed services, if you have to relay a message to them, an emergency message, you come to your local Red Cross chapter and they’ll relay that message for you via their Washington office.  Whether it be a death or a birth of a child, you just need to get them that message and if it is an emergency, they’ll take care of that for you.  Blood services are another part of their mission; last year they had 153 community blood drives in Union County alone.  That’s 5,800 units of blood that was collected right here in Union County and currently the Red Cross provides about 50 percent of the nation’s blood supply.  It is a very safe blood supply and that are very proud of that.  They also teach CPR, AED training, first aid, babysitting training; they want the community to be prepared.  Currently, they are working with the schools to teach the children some preparedness information, so if we do have a disastrous situation they will know what to do.  Ms. Crunkleton explained that the American Red Cross is a United Way agency; they are the largest funded agency in Union County.  They are anticipating a big cut this year and in return have already cut their budget for next year by $50,000, because they know its coming, so they’re trying to make their cuts.  They are good stewards of the dollars and do not waste money.  
10. 
 Catawba Lands Conservancy
· Ms. RoxAnne Smith was unable to attend this meeting; therefore, this item was postponed until the June meeting.

11. 
 Consideration of a Subdivision Modification and Copper Run Final Plat 5

· Ms. Brooks explained that the plat before the council was for the town’s greenway; it is the property at the Copper Run Subdivision.  The planning board has unanimously recommended this plat for approval with the exception that the town council do a modification to the subdivision ordinance.  The reason for the modification is because we are not requiring the developer to finish the roads at this time.  When Copper Run comes back for approval of an additional plat for the adjoining properties, those roads will be required to be completed at that time.  Ms. Brooks pointed out that the plat included in the council’s agenda packet excluded the wording “to be conveyed to the Homeowners Association” in the approximate area of parcels 92 and 90, the section is where the cemetery is.  It is actually in the works for that property to be dedicated to the Town of Mineral Springs; Mr. Niblock has agreed to convey that to the town as well, that plat will be coming next month.  Ms. Brooks also noted that we normally have more certificates on the plat; however, on this plat we have omitted NCDOT and the Union County Environmental Health for the septic, because this land does not meet that requirement.  Mayor Becker noted that the land will be in permanent conservation easement and can’t be developed and so forth anyway.
· Councilman Countryman asked Ms. Brooks to go over that one more time now that the plat is showing on the screen.  Ms. Brooks pointed out that Tract C is on map 2 of 2; this is the property that the town will be purchasing through the Clean Water Management Trust Fund Grant.  Mayor Becker pointed out that the northern fringe of that is the future road in Copper Run, Tract C actually has road frontage; however, we’re not requiring that road for the purpose of creating this subdivision, because it’s a conservation parcel (it’s not a building lot).  That’s the twelve acre (approximately) tract which consists of ten lots that were on the original plat which is the property that we’re buying of the entire forty some acres.  Councilman Countryman asked if because this is a conservation easement they’re not going to put that road there.  Ms. Brooks responded that we are not requiring them to put the road in at this time; however, when Mr. Niblock comes back to us for final plat on the property containing the lots across the road from Tract C, he will be required to complete that road at that time.  The reason the town is not asking for it now is because the sole purpose of this property (subdivision) is for the greenway and open space.  Mayor Becker added that the existing paved road ends right at the corner, so there is access to that property.  The other tract that he has agreed to dedicate to the town is near the entrance to Copper Run.  Ms. Brooks displayed map 1 of 2 and pointed out the approximate location of the property that Mr. Niblock has tentatively agreed to dedicate to the town to go along with the rest of the property; it is the property containing the old cemetery.  Mayor Becker commented that it was actually a pretty good thing, it’s a surprise, but it actually does provide road access at that portion of the subdivision to that conservation land and it allows us to control that pedestrian access from the road.  The town is not paying for that, except for the cost of the survey, which is in the planning budget; it may be $700 or so to have that resurveyed.  That will be pretty much our commitment to that plus any closing costs.  The 1.39 acres will not be subject to the same conservation easement as the rest of the property, the town will just have jurisdiction over it.  Councilman Countryman expressed his concerns over the legalese.  Attorney Bobby Griffin responded that the legal significance is that the town is not requiring the developer to post a bond, at this time, for the roads, because there is no road needed at this time; however, when the developer comes back with more plats for finalization, at that time, the town will require the posting of the bond.  This is just a little modification, temporary, to accommodate both parties.    Mayor Becker added it is also to allow this particular subdivision, this is final plat #5, we’ve already approved final plats 1 through 4 and in each case approved the roads, approved the road maintenance bonds, final plat 5 will have no road associated with it, final plat 6 will be that cemetery land, then final plat 7, 8, and 9 will come in future years with roads built and roads bonded and that will be additional lots in the subdivision.   The council will have to approve the modification of this particular subdivision, which just allows us to eliminate the requirement that they have the road maintenance and construction completed.  
· The council went through the modification requirements as follows:

· a)
That there are special circumstances or conditions affecting said property such that the strict application of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the applicant of the reasonable use of his land, and

The reasonable use is conservation land.

Councilwoman Coffey made a motion that there are special circumstances or conditions affecting said property that the strict application of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the applicant of the reasonable use of his land with the reasonable use being conservation land and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
· b)
That the modification is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right of the petitioner, and 
The property is being designated as conservation only.
Councilwoman Neill made a motion that this requirement was found to be met and Councilwoman Coffey seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
· c)
That the circumstances giving rise to the need for the modification are peculiar to the parcel and are not generally characteristic of other parcels in the jurisdiction of this Ordinance, and

The peculiarity is that it is conservation land, does not need road access, and is not being used as a building lot.
Councilman Countryman made a motion to affirm this finding and Councilwoman Coffey seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
· d)
That the granting of the modification will not be detrimental to the public, health, safety and welfare or injurious to other property in the territory in which said property is situated, and 

Councilman Countryman made a motion to find in the affirmative and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
· e)
That the modification will not vary the provisions of the Town of Mineral Springs Zoning Ordinance applicable to the property. 

No Zoning Ordinance provisions are being changed.

Councilwoman Neill made a motion to find that this condition has been found to be met and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to approve the modification to not require the road construction or bonding in order to approve the subdivision of these particular parcels and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve Final Plat 5 of the Copper Run Subdivision subject to the property owner’s signature and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
12. 
 Planning Board Resignation Announcement
· Mayor Becker explained that Roxana Shell resigned; she is moving and getting married.  Mayor Becker asked the council how they wished to proceed and asked Ms. Brooks if there were any applicants.  Ms. Brooks responded that there were no new applications; however, there were left over applicants from a previous advertisement.   There was a consensus of the council to have the vacancy listed in the town’s upcoming newsletter. 
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion that the clerk put the opening for the planning board position information in the newsletter and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

13. 
 Consideration of a Revised Job Description for the Finance Officer

· Mayor Becker explained that he did a lengthy study on all of the positions, because we had been looking at the clerk, planning director and ordinance enforcement officer as well; therefore, he did an overview of the salaries and the job descriptions for them on the first three pages.  On the next two pages are the expanded finance officer job description proposals, which is what Mayor Becker believes he, as finance officer, is doing right now.  The statutory duties are included for the record and he had given the council the results of his time survey for a four week period, which is his time broken down as mayor, traditional finance officer, and then some of the other duties that the council will be considering rolling into his job description.   A salary recommendation was based on the same process used for the clerk/planning director, which was based on the League of Municipalities comparable salaries for town’s with a population of 2,500 to 5,000.   Mayor Becker noted that he made a recommendation of lowering the mayor salary based on the time study; this will bring it to the average, rather than being above the average.    Mayor Becker opened the floor for discussion. 
· Councilwoman Neill commented that she knew that Mayor Becker was doing a lot of work, but seeing it all on paper is mind boggling.  Councilwoman Neill asked Mayor Becker if he had been doing this all year.  Mayor Becker responded that he thought he actually had been; it was interesting to see how much time he was putting in, which he wasn’t complaining about, he let himself get caught up in the mission and he is happy to serve, but it is a lot of work.  Mayor Becker added that he is certainly happy to accept the council’s blessing to continue and to codify his description.  The staff position has statutory requirements (which are being met), but then it’s at the pleasure of the council and literally must be accountable to council and there has to be some way for the council to know the job is being fulfilled.  Councilwoman Coffey commented that there was certainly no question of that; Mayor Becker has been very forthcoming and awfully gracious in his consideration of a reduction, which she is not in favor, because of what he does.  Councilwoman Coffey felt that what was initially recommended should be put into the budget and the job description should definitely be revised as presented, because that is truly what is happening.  Mayor Becker pointed out that the reduction is to the mayor’s position, which is separate from the finance position where he is asking for an increase.  Councilwoman Coffey responded that she was aware of that and it was okay; it justifies itself and the level of work justifies the compensation.   Councilwoman Coffey reiterated that she is not in favor of a reduction and is definitely in favor of the job description being changed, as well as the salary, which in itself is a give away to the town.  “We get a lot from our mayor, and we’re grateful”.  Councilwoman Neill noted that the council talked about this last month; there’s no way that we can pay them what they are worth (Rick or Vicky or Libby).  Mayor Becker should be compensated; he’s been doing this work a long time, even before this year, not about the building but just in general.  Councilwoman Neill would also like to see this added to the budget; however, she would like to see this not start at the beginning of the fiscal year, but she would like to see it start in May, based on all of the work that has been done to get this building under way.  Mayor Becker noted that with the building construction done, there are a lot of projects (grant funding, census) that are going to be picked up, so he expects that his duties are not going to end.  Mayor Becker is willing to take on the management and maintenance of the town hall, because he has experience in that sort of thing.  Specialized repairs will certainly have to be outsourced.  Councilwoman Neill commented that we would not have a wonderful building as we have if it hadn’t been for Mayor Becker’s efforts and Ms. Brooks’s effort.  Mayor Becker added that we also have a council who has been able to have a vision that’s allowed us to prioritize our needs and not do the wrong thing and our council is the one that has made those decisions.  
· Mayor Becker pointed out that the salary proposal for the revised job description is $25,680, which is a 50% job/half-time position.      
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to approve the proposed finance officer position starting at $25,680 effective May 1, 2009 and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
· Mayor Becker verified that Councilwoman Coffey suggested not adjusting the mayor salary down.  Councilwoman Coffey responded that it needed to be left as it was suggested.  Mayor Becker thanked the council for their vote of confidence.  
14. 
 Proposed 2009-2010 Budget and Call for a Public Hearing

· Mayor Becker explained that the council discussed this last month and they will have to hold a public hearing next month.  The council is tasked with accepting the budget, seeing that a copy is filed with the clerk, and calling for a public hearing at the next council meeting.  There were a few modifications that were made just based on reallocating some of the funds; in order to accommodate that finance office salary, the assistant was brought down to what it really is, rather than having a big padding in there.  
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to accept the budget as presented and to call for a public hearing on June 11, 2009 at the Mineral Springs Town Hall at 7:30 p.m. and Councilwoman Coffey seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

15. 
 Consideration of Resolution-2009-06

· Mayor Becker explained that the council has discussed this previously; House Bill 981 is back to restructuring the county commission again behind our backs from Raleigh.  
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to approve Resolution-2009-06 to protest 2009 HB-981 and Councilwoman Coffey seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
· The resolution is as follows:
TOWN OF MINERAL SPRINGS

RESOLUTION PROTESTING 2009 N.C. HOUSE BILL 981

R-2009-06


WHEREAS, on April 1, 2009 Representative Pryor Gibson filed HB 981 in his latest attempt to force legislation to alter Union County’s Board of Commissioners and as proposed, there would be  no referendum of the people; and




WHEREAS, the voters of Union County soundly defeated a similar measure on the November 

2007 ballot; and


WHEREAS, in 2009, a committee has been established, by the Union County Board of Commissioners, to address the issue composition of the County Board; and Mineral Springs has already appointed a representative to this committee; a committee which consists of representatives from all fourteen (14) municipalities and each County Commissioner has the opportunity to appoint two people from the unincorporated area of Union County; and


WHEREAS, Representative Pryor Gibson (District 69) who is spearheading this measure does not represent a large geographical portion of Union County, that portion of the County represented by N.C. House Districts 67 and 68 which includes a majority of the population of the County and includes the municipalities of: Hemby Bridge, Indian Trail, Lake Park, Marvin, Mineral Springs, Waxhaw, Weddington, Wesley Chapel, Stallings, Unionville, as well as large portions of both the City of Monroe and unincorporated Union County; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Mineral Springs does not support HB 981 and requests that the North Carolina General Assembly resist any attempt to alter the Union County Board of Commissioner; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Mineral Springs supports the current effort by the County through the aforementioned committee to address the issue of composition of the County Board and the right of all Union County citizens to be given the opportunity to vote for any and all changes in the composition of their County Board; and




BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Mineral Springs calls upon all local elected 

officials to join us in support of this resolution on behalf of their respective citizens; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
members of the Union County legislative delegation and the member of the North Carolina General Assembly.



ADOPTED this 14th day of May, 2009.

____________________________

Mayor Frederick Becker III


Attest:


_____________________________


Vicky Brooks, Town Clerk

16. 
 Consideration of Resolution-2009-07

· Mayor Becker explained that this is a new bill, which requires municipalities to hold a referendum of the people that are annexed.  This is not in the state law right now.  Mayor Becker pointed out that towns like Mineral Springs are not able to annex, because of a court ruling, but if we ever got authority again this would be very expensive for the small number of people that Mineral Springs would annex.  A number of municipalities have thought this is a bad bill and have opposed it.  
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to adopt Resolution-2009-07 opposing HB-950 and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
· The resolution is as follows:
TOWN OF MINERAL SPRINGS

A Resolution Opposing House Bill 950 

An Act Requiring that Annexation and Extension

of Extraterritorial Jurisdiction in Union County 

be Subject to a Referendum

r-2009-07

Whereas, the Town of Mineral Springs agreed upon a list of legislative priorities for Union County local governments for the 2009-2010 Session of the North Carolina General Assembly adopted by Resolution in February 2009, and


Whereas, House Bill 950 would require a referendum by the qualified voters of the area to be annexed at a significant cost to Town taxpayers and would have a significant impact on past and future Town of Mineral Springs annexations; and 


Whereas, House Bill 950, if enacted, will have significant impact on the future of the Town of Mineral Springs and Union County.

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved that the Mineral Springs Town Council hereby opposes House Bill 950 for the 2009-2010 Session of the North Carolina General Assembly.



ADOPTED this 14th day of May, 2009.

____________________________

Mayor Frederick Becker III



Attest:



_____________________________



Vicky Brooks, Town Clerk

17. 
 Town Hall Open House Discussion

· Mayor Becker pointed out that there was a spreadsheet from Councilwoman LaMonica (through Ms. Brooks); it requires some volunteer coordination, a lot of which will be staff and part of his duties will be to help Ms. Brooks on some of the facilities and the purchasing.  Mayor Becker noted that the spreadsheet was a nice check list; it’s really essential and makes it a lot easier for us to know that we’ve got it done, which will lead to a successful event.  Mayor Becker volunteered to take the facility preparation category and Councilwoman Neill volunteered to assist.  Mayor Becker added that Councilwoman Critz had suggested that it would be a great idea for the five women to prepare a dessert, which could be coordinated by Councilwoman Cureton.  Tony Belk is going to be the cook and will bring the cooker over.  A sheet cake is going to be purchased.  Ms. Brooks will handle the invitations.  Councilman Countryman volunteered for cleanup afterward.  Mayor Becker asked the council if they would like to approve a budget guideline; the funds are available in the community projects budget category.  
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to approve a $1,500 budget for the town hall celebration and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None
18. 
 Consideration of Authorizing Payment to Mover

· Mayor Becker explained that maybe the “mover” thought he was doing some community service, because the funds had not been authorized by the council; however, the “mover” was kind of pressed into service by his mother knowing that he wouldn’t be paid unless the council approved it.  Mayor Becker explained that the “mover” was Ms. Brooks’ son, Michael Brooks; therefore, payment to a family member needs specific council approval.  Ms. Brooks noted that every piece of furniture from the fire station office was moved by herself, her husband, or her son.  Mayor Becker added that there was an unbelievable amount of cartons of papers as well.    Michael, himself, put in twelve hours in the move.  In addition, he put assembled six of the council chairs, which took approximately a half hour each.  Councilman Countryman recommended paying Michael Brooks $150.00 ($10.00 plus an hour).  Councilwoman Coffey suggested consideration of a little more than that, because if the town had used a professional mover, it would have been excess of $700 or $800 at the minimum.  Councilwoman Coffey recommended rounding it out to $200, which would be a little more equitable.  Mayor Becker commented that the town would not then reimburse him the fuel used in his truck.    
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to approve paying Michael Brooks $200 for moving the office furniture and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

19.
Other Business
· Mayor Becker pointed out that he had placed a proclamation in front of the council; last week was the annual Municipal Clerk’s Week and Mayor Becker wished to issue our municipal clerk the proclamation, as mayors can do, out of appreciation for the work that municipal clerk’s do to keep our town’s running.  The proclamation simply says that “I, Frederick Becker III, mayor, Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, do recognize the week of May 3rd through 9th, 2009 as Municipal Clerks Week and further extend appreciation to our clerk Vicky A Brooks and all municipal clerks for the vital services they perform and their exemplary dedication to the communities they represent, this 14th day of May, 2009”.  The council thanked Ms. Brooks for her services.      
20.
Adjournment  
· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to adjourn and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Coffey, Countryman, Cureton, and Neill 
Nays: None

· The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

· The next regular meeting will be on Thursday, June 11, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. at the Mineral Springs Town Hall.

Respectfully submitted by:

Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk



Frederick Becker III, Mayor
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